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❑ Disruptions are inevitable,
constant and part of humanity

❑ Exposure & vulnerability due to

interconnected world and

reliance on global supplies and

value chains

❑ Health, economic and social shocks

❑ Supply & demand shock

❑ Limited human mobility

❑ Stricter measures to contain COVID-19

Pandemic
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❑ Major stress test for world trade

❑ Governments around the world imposed

about 2,031 policy interventions

“26th Global Trade Alert Report”

❑ Market access restrictions were

imposed, with supplies limited to

essential goods

❑ “106 nations implemented a total of 240

reforms to ease the importation of

medical goods and medicines”.
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❑ Trade Facilitation became more relevant during

COVID-19 Pandemic

❖ Expedited clearance of essential goods, including
COVID-19 goods

❖ Special procedures to expedite medical equipment,
supplies, and pharmaceuticals to authorized operators

❖ Pre-arrival processing included acceptance of the
electronic submission of documents

❖ Simplifying import and export forms and procedures

❖ Implementing green lanes under the guidelines to protect
health and ensure the availability of goods and essential
services
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❖ Strengthen capacity for production and manufacturing of vaccines in the continent

❖ Rehabilitate infrastructure and logistics to simplify cross border movement of regional and global value chains

❖ Develop and implement continental intra-Africa Trade Operational Resilience, Continuity and Sustainability
Strategy for future disasters, pandemics, trade wars, and any other unforeseen events

❖ Work towards eradicating thick borders

❖ Invest in trade and customs reforms to eradicate paper-based legacy systems & leapfrog to emerging technologies
and innovations such as Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, Blockchain Technology, Internet of Things, and 3D
Printing, etc..

❖ Capitalise on existing pockets of success & use these as case studies to champion trade and customs reforms.

❖ Invest in upskilling and empowering public sector professionals, youth, women and private sector at large to build
cohorts and a pool of skills to draw from to successfully implement the AfCFTA

❖ Build stronger partnerships & collaboration between public, private sector and civil society

❖ Identify quick wins to simplify cross border movement of goods to promote intra-Africa trade
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Thank you for your kind attention!

Ngoanamokgotho Maggie Tladi

Ngoanamokgotho.Tladi@sacu.int

Mobile: +264811671899

Landline: +264612958012
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