
WEBINAR on “AfCFTA: Uptake and 
Challenges”

25 August 2022, 14h00 – 15h30
 (CAT, UCT +02h00)

WCO ESA RPSG
Official platform from the perspective of the private 

sector in the East and Southern African Region

www.wcoesarpsg.org

Housekeeping:
• No registration is required – please share this with your colleagues.
• Please mute your microphone & switch off your video.
• Please make use of the chat function to ask questions.
• Please participate in the poll questions during the webinar.
• Panelists will be on video during their presentations.
• All presentations will be shared on the website.

If you have further questions, please email:
jacob@wcoesarpsg.org | lisa@wcoesarpsg.org | westerncape@saaff.org.za 

Content on our website:
v COVID-19 Situation reports
v Newsletters
v Projects (including NTBs)
v Previous webinars
v International resources

mailto:jacob@wcoesarpsg.org
mailto:Lisa@wcoesarpsg.org
mailto:westerncape@saaff.org.za
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Hosted by:

Time Activity Speaker
14h00–14h05 Welcoming and 

housekeeping
Dr Juanita Maree
Chair, WCO ESA RPSG

14h05–14h35 AfCFTA: Uptake and 
Challenges

Mohamed Ali
Director, Trade in Goods and Competition
AfCFTA Secretariat
 

14h35–15h05 AfCFTA and the 
Private Sector

Trudi Hartzenberg
Executive Director, t r a l a c 
Trade Law Centre NPC 

15h05–15h30 Question & Answer Session

Closure Closing remarks Larry Liza
Director, World Customs Organization, 
East and Southern Africa, Regional Office 
for Capacity Building (WCO-ESA-ROCB)

Webinar Agenda:

Speakers:

Trudi Hartzenberg Mohamed Ali
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MOHAMED ALI
Director of Trade in Goods and 

Competition at the AfCFTA Secretariat

In February 2021, Mohamed Ali was appointed to be the First Director of 
Trade in Goods and Competition of the African Continental Free Trade Area 
Secretariat.

Mohamed was born and raised in Cairo, Egypt. He graduated with a 
Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting and Business Management from Cairo 
University, Egypt. He obtained a Master’s degree in Development and Public 
Policy from the KDI School of Public Policy and Management, Seoul/South 
Korea.

He was the Director for Africa Relations in the Ministry of Trade and Industry 
and Egypt’s Chief Negotiator in the negotiations of the Agreement 
Establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area Agreement. 

Mohamed later served as the Project Development Manager for Third 
Country Cooperation in North and West Africa at British Embassy in Cairo. 
 
Moreover, He has contributed as a senior trade official and the deputy of the 
Chief Negotiator of Egypt since the commencement of the negotiations of 
the Agreement Establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), 
which is deemed to be one of the most imperative flagship projects of the 
Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want. 



TRUDI HARTZENBERG
Executive Director of the Trade Law Centre 

(tralac) 
Trudi Hartzenberg is the Executive Director of the Trade Law Centre 
(tralac). 

Her research is on international trade, competition policy, industrial 
development and Africa’s trade and integration agenda.

She has a special interest in and commitment to capacity building. 

She has designed and delivered academic and tailored short 
courses on a broad range of trade-related topics for 
policymakers and other African stakeholders.

She currently serves on the WTO Chairs Advisory Committee and is 
a member of the Committee for Development Policy of the
United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).



 AfCFTA
• Definitions

• Facts & Figures
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The AfCFTA is the world’s largest free trade area 
bringing together the 55 countries of the African 
Union (AU) and eight (8) Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs). 

The overall mandate of the AfCFTA is to create a 
single continental market with a population of about 
1.3 billion people and a combined GDP of 
approximately US$ 3.4 trillion. 

Source: AfCFTA

The AfCFTA hopes to:
ü Increase real wages across the board,
ü Promote export diversification,
ü Achieve durable sustained growth,
ü Enlarge the regional market,
ü Better attracts FDI,
ü Increase industrialization, and
ü Accelerate structural transformation.

https://au-afcfta.org/about/


 AfCFTA
  The AfCFTA is one of the flagship projects of 
  Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want. 
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Currently, only ~14% of 
trade in Africa occurs 

between African 
countries; however, the 

AfCFTA will hopefully 
counter this, as the 

AfCFTA is projected to 
boost intra-African trade 

by up to ~52%.

https://au-afcfta.org/about/

